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Abstract--- Cavitation is a serious phenomenon in fluid machinery, especially centrifugal pumps, where vapor
bubbles generated followed by the collapse of those vapor bubbles results in adverse operational impacts and
damage to the pump itself. Accurately predicting the impact of cavitation is important in improving pump
design, pumping efficiency, and reliability of operational performance. This article develops a computational
technique for cavitation impact predictions using the Rayleigh-Plesset bubble dynamics algorithm that
mathematically describes the behaviour of a single spherical vapor bubble in a liquid under varying pressure
fields.This work combines the Rayleigh-Plesset equation with real-time pressure and velocity profiles in order
to model transient bubble behavior; this combination enables accurate predictions of cavitation onset,
development and collapse behavior. The framework developed was validated against experimental data and
benchmark computational fluid dynamic (CFD) simulations indicating excellent agreement in predicting
cavitation zones and intensity.The algorithm also offers some insight into the effect of flow velocity, pressure
gradient and fluid properties affecting the severity of cavitation. This capability enables a more proactive
approach to optimizing pump design and mitigating cavitation. The results confirm that the algorithm is
capable, robust, and able to represent real-world pump systems, which must frequently involve dynamic
operating conditions.
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I. Introduction

1.1 Definition and Significance of Cavitation in Pumps

Cavitation is a fluid dynamics phenomenon that is essentially the creation of vapor bubbles in a liquid when
local pressures are below that of the liquid's vapor pressure. In centrifugal pumps, cavitation effects are most
often observed at the impeller inlet, where low pressures, due to impeller design, lead to nucleation of bubbles.
Vapour-filled bubbles are then forced into a higher pressure zone upon passing from the low-pressure area.
From here, the vapour-filled bubbles rapidly collapse, and the associated kinetic energy with bubble collapse
results in microjets and shockwaves capable of eroding surfaces of the impeller, causing excessive vibrations,
noise, and lowering hydraulic efficiency. Overtime, cavitation damage can cause mechanical failures,
particularly in high-speed, high-pressure systems, highlighting the necessity to develop sound detection and
prevention methods and systems (Brennen, 1995). This has been highlighted in a special issue of this journal,
with numerous contributions with regards reliable pump performance in the water treatment, power
generation, marine and petrochemical industries (Saxena & Menon, 2024), (Mooraki et al., 2021).

1.2 Overview of the Rayleigh-Plesset Bubble Dynamics Algorithm

The Rayleigh-Plesset equation helps scientists predict what happens to a tiny, spherical bubble of gas or
vapor in a moving liquid over time (Singh Palash & Dhurvey, 2024), (Mishra et al., 2024). Based on the classic
Navier-Stokes equations, the model pulls in common numbers like liquid density, viscosity, surface tension, and
steady background pressure. Through the equation, researchers can track how the wall of the bubble expands
or shrinks whenever the pressure outside it suddenly jumps or drops, and they write the observation in the
neat formula:
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where R(t) is simply the size of the bubble at any moment; all the other terms show the forces pushing and
pulling on it. Using this description, engineers can watch each important stage of cavitation: when a bubble first
forms, swells, bounces up and down, and finally crashes. Newer studies have even added layers, such as heat,
compressible gas, and lopsided shapes, making the picture more realistic. Hooked to flow data from large CFD
models, the adjusted code now reliably flags where and how hard cavitation will hit pump blades in the real
world (Franc & Michel, 2004), (Plesset & Prosperetti, 1977).

1.3 Statement of the Problem

Scientists have learned a lot about cavitation, yet most of the rules we still use to predict it were first written
a long time ago and only fit certain test cases (Baggyalakshmi et al., 2023), (Radhika & Masood, 2022). Most
classic models assume flow stays steady or that the whole fluid acts the same, ideas that fall apart as pump
speeds change. Common computer-drwan models, like Zwart-Gerber-Belamri or SchnerrSauer, treat bubbles
as cloudy volumes and miss what individual bubbles do or how hard they hit metal at tiny scales (Taheri &
Mirghiasi, 2014). On top of that, shifting inlet pressure, random spots where bubbles form, and fast-moving
flow fields make it hard to run those models in real time. Because of all these scratches and gaps, engineers still
lack fast, detailed tools that show exactly where a pump might cavitate and how much damage it could cause
before parts start to peel away (Singhal et al., 2002).

1.4 Research Objectives

This project sets out to build a computer tool that pairs a classic bubble-behavior formula with computer-
flow pictures so engineers can better see how cavitation hits centrifugal pumps. The team then zeroes in on
four main tasks: (i) track how vapor bubbles grow and shrink when pressure and speed change quickly; (ii)
map the spots inside the pump lid, wheel, and volute where those bubbles are likely to start and spread; (iii)
rate how hard the bubbles bang against metal and link that pounding power to future damage; and (iv) check
whether the computer results match real pump tests and respected industry codes. Because the new tool
stitches large-scale flow snapshots to tiny bubble physics, it promises a stronger, science-first way to forecast
cavitation for any pump design (Hegseth, 2006). In turn, that insight should help makers build sturdier
machines, service crews replace parts only when needed, and firms keep systems running longer and more
profitably (Hegseth, 2006).

II. Literature Review

2.1 Previous Studies on Cavitation in Pumps

Over the years, engineers have really dug into how cavitation behaves in pump systems, especially in
centrifugal and axial designs. The first round of research zeroed in on big, obvious signs of trouble-noisy
rumbling, shaky vibrations, and pitted metal-surveying these clues led to simple formulas that link the signal
to key numbers like Net Positive Suction Head (NPSH), flow speed, and impeller shape. That work laid down
the safety rules we use every day and gave us a clearer picture of where the danger line sits.

Once computers got faster and smarter, experts pushed away from trial-and-error tests and turned to
Computational Fluid Dynamics, or CFD, to draw every drop of water moving inside the pump. Cavitation
worksheets like ZwartGerber-Belamri, Singhal, and Schnerr-Sauer slipped into those models, letting people
color code vapor clouds and watch bubbles grow on a screen (Meher et al., 2025). These tools treated the liquid
and gas together, picturing cavitation as a phase change fed by mass transfer notes. Yet because the codes still
think in broad averages, they often miss the quick pop and fade of tiny bubbles, leaving a gap between nice
visuals and real-world feel.

Fast cameras and microphones have given scientists a closer look at how tiny vapor bubbles form, collide,
and then pop in moving liquid. These tests show what happens during each stage-waves of bubbles swirling
together, slamming into surfaces, and finally bursting under pressure-yet the pictures are still blurry, the tests
cant be run forever, and recording everything at once is tricky. Because of those limits, earlier work has taught
us to spot cavitation and see it glow on film, but it still cant tell us exactly how every single bubble behaves
inside a fast-moving stream.
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2.2 Review of the Rayleigh-Plesset Bubble Dynamics Algorithm

The Rayleigh-Plesset equation is the go-to formula scientists use when they want to track how a round little
bubble moves in a still liquid that doesnt squish or stretch. By lining up forces from inertia, stickiness, surface
tension, and outside pressure, the equation shows on a clock-like graph how the bubbles radius gets bigger or
smaller over time. Because the math stays fairly clean and parts can often be solved by hand, the model crops
up all over the lab whenever people examine cavitation or the showy flash of light called sonoluminescence.

Researchers lean on the Rayleigh-Plesset code at every step of cavitation: spark, steady growth, booming
collapse, and bounce back. In pump studies the formula has guided computer models of vapor pockets that form
in low-pressure dips, then smash shut when pressure spikes. Newer versions plug in extra tricks-waves that
compress the fluid, tiny gas bubbles trapped inside, even sloshing heat-to paint a clearer and more realistic
picture.

Mixing the classic Rayleigh-Plesset math with pressure and speed numbers taken straight from CFD
computer tests has turned out to be a handy modeling trick. This combined approach lets scientists track tiny
bubble movements in awkward shapes and real-world water patterns. A few teams have even added random-
event or multiple-bubble versions of the model to see how crowds of bubbles bump into each other in thick
cavitation. Yet, even with these upgrades, the Rayleigh-Plesset tool is still only rarely used for keeping pumps
in factories healthy or for spotting trouble on the fly.

2.3 Limitations and Gaps in Existing Research

Pump design has come a long way, yet predicting cavitation inside working pumps remains tricky (Pham et
al,, 2014). First, nearly all computer fluid-dynamics models treat vapor as a smooth, blended liquid-gas mix, so
they miss the lively, separate behavior of tiny bubbles. Because of this, those models tend to say bubble crashes-
and the damage they can do-aren'’t as fierce as they really are. Also, most researchers run their simulations as
steady or nearly steady flows, ignoring the rapid starts and stops that real pumps face. In practical use, pressure
spikes, valve bangs, and swirling turbulence change the water hammer-and the way bubbles form and pop-
stuffs you can’t see when the calculation flicks to steady-state mode. Finally, the classic Rayleigh-Plesset
formula tells us a lot about what one bubble feels in an ideal world, but its usually tested in clean cylinders or
lab tanks. Hardly anyone plugs that math directly into a full CFD run on a messy pump casing, so local hot spots
go undetected. Even when the equation shows up, it often ends up as a report graph rather than a warning
dashboard for engineers. Right now, researchers dont have a set playbook or agreed-upon test data for checking
how well their cavitation models work. As a result, lots of papers show only pretty pictures instead of careful
side-by-side math with real experiments, meaning its hard for anyone to know if a model is truly correct or
useful in the real world. Because of these holes in the process, cooler mixed approaches that pair small bubble
simulations with larger flow models are needed to give engineers quick, trustworthy cavitation forecasts.

II1. Methodology

3.1 Description of the Pump System and Operating Conditions

The pump studied in this work is a basic belt-fed centrifugal unit that uses a closed blade wheel set inside a
volute cover. Water at 25°C and normal room pressure acts as the transporting liquid. Pump size and speed
match ordinary factory parts an impeller 150-mm wide, 0.03-m3-per-second throughput, and a shaft turning at
2900 RPM. Pipes on both the intake and outlet side were set with realistic entrance losses so flow kept steady
and believable. To push the system toward cavitation, a series of lower inlet pressures were applied and Net
Positive Suction Head Available, or NPSHa, was systematically throttled. Working through different NPSHa
levels let researchers see exactly where and how quickly bubbles formed as the pump sped up. A standard k-¢
turbulence model tracked eddying flow, parting jets, and the whirlpool-like recirculation that usually plays
hide-and-seek inside pump volutes. To sharpen the readout of pressure change, the mesh was tightly focused
around the impeller tip and in the suction eye, the spots that first warn of cavitation trouble.

3.2 Explanation of the Rayleigh-Plesset Bubble Dynamics Algorithm Implementation

At the core of the cavitation study sits the Rayleigh-Plesset model, a trusted tool for tracking bubble
behavior. This model crunches numbers to follow how a single round vapor bubble in a liquid shrinks and
swells over time. As it runs, the bubble's changing size, R(t), tracks local pressure and flow speed lifted straight
from the CFD results. The core formula guiding this dance is the well-known Rayleigh-Plesset equation:
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Where:
e  R(t): Instantaneous radius of the bubble (m)
e R,R:Firstand second-time derivatives of radius (bubble wall velocity and acceleration)
e  p: Density of the liquid (kg/m?)
e Py (t): Pressure inside the bubble (Pa), typically assumed as the sum of vapor pressure and gas

pressure

P, (t): Local pressure in the surrounding fluid at infinity (Pa), obtained from CFD simulations
e ©o: Surface tension at the liquid-vapor interface (N/m)

e : Dynamic viscosity of the liquid (Pa-s)
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Figure 1: Flowchart for Cavitation Effect Prediction in Pumps Using the Rayleigh-Plesset Bubble Dynamics
Algorithm

Figure 1 walks you through the step-by-step method engineers use to forecast how cavitation will behave
in a pumping system, using the Rayleigh-Plesset bubble-algorithm. First, the specialist gathers details about
how the pump is supposed to run and enters key fluid data, like viscosity, density, and vapor pressure. Once
that is done, parameters that control bubble behaviour are set up, and the Rayleigh-Plesset formula is run on a
computer to track how each bubble acts over time. Engineers then review the output to see how bubbles
collapse, and that information gives them an early warning of possible cavitation damage. Following this clear
sequence helps the team protect pumps and fine-tune their hardware and operating procedures.

To link the CFD results with the bubble program, a short MATLAB script was cobbled together. Every tick,
pressure readings drifted from the CFD grid to fixed spots where the bubble story played out. Initial bubble
sizes leaned on critical-nucleus clues from nucleation theory-usually a few microns wide. An ordinary
differential equation popped up in the code and was tamed with a fourth-order Runge-Kutta scheme so every
little bounce and crash could be caught in fine detail. Worst-case tests for eroding surfaces were also run by
checking if a bubble dipped below a set minimum radius and logging the paired pressure and speed. With that
data, engineers could gauge how likely a surface would suffer real damage from the swirling tiny explosions.
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Bubble Pressure Model
The internal bubble pressure P,(t) is often modeled using a polytropic relation assuming adiabatic or

isothermal behavior:
P = (B+ 22) (o)
RN WAVG)
Where:
e P,:Vapor pressure of the fluid (Pa)
e k: Polytropic index (typically 1.0 for isothermal or 1.4 for adiabatic processes)
Cavitation Intensity Index
To quantify the severity of cavitation, a Cavitation Intensity Index (CII) is introduced:

Cll = max(R(¢)) . max(R())

Higher CII values correspond to more violent collapses and greater erosion potential, and can be mapped
over the impeller to identify critical zones.

3.3 Data Collection and Analysis Procedures

Data collection happened in two steps: first the CFD flow field sim-on, then the bubble motion study. During
the first step a full 3D pump model was built and set up in ANSYS Fluent. Steady and shaky runs were done at
several NPSH levels to map low-pressure spots where cavitation is likely. At each time step, pressure and
velocity info were saved, with special attention to the blade leading edges and the volute tongue area. For the
second step, those CFD files were plugged into the Rayleigh-Plesset solver like fresh data feeds. Time series of
pressure for each monitor point told the solver how the bubble size changed over time. From those curves key
values max size, speed at collapse, and bounce rate were pulled out for analysis.

Pump System Description

Operating conditions

CFD Flow Field Simulation

3D Geometry
Mesh Generation
Turbulence modelling

\ 4
Rayleigh -Plesset Algorithm
Implementation

v

Data Collection and Analysis

e Pressure and velocity data
e  Bubble dynamics simulation
e (Cavitation effect prediction

Figure 2: Methodology for Cavitation Effect Prediction in Pumps Using the Rayleigh Plesset Algorithm

In Figure 2, the cavitation prediction process in a centrifugal pump is described with four stages. First, Pump
System Description, according to operating conditions (geometry, fluid properties, and rotational speed).
Second, CFD Flow Field Simulation that involves defining the 3D geometry, generating the mesh and defining a
turbulence model to get pressure and velocity distributions. The third stage is Rayleigh-Plesset Algorithm
Implementation where pressure data, localized from the CFD output, is used to numerically simulate the
dynamics of vapor bubbles. Finally, Data Collection and Analysis involves post-processing the simulated bubble
behaviour to find cavitation intensities, to research where damage may happen and validate the expected
program performance.



Association Journal of Interdisciplinary Technics in Engineering Mechanics, Vol. 3, No. 4, 2025
ISSN: 3049-0898

The staged or structured approach essentially links fluid system level flow modeling with the fluid micro-
scale physics of bubbles in order to improve predictions for cavitation.

The results were post processed analyzing cavitation prone zones with iso-surfaces of pressures below the
vapor pressure, contour plots of collapse intensity, and comparing the different NPSH conditions to cavitation
severity. The study also included a sensitivity analysis of how bubble size, surface tension, and liquid viscosity
affected cavitation behaviour.

IV. Results
4.1 Analysis of Cavitation Effects in the Pump System

Computer models of the pump's inner flow showed two main trouble spots where pressure dipped sharply:
the front edges of the spinning blades and right in the center, known as the eye. When the tanks feeding the
pump were low. the amount of push, or Net Positive Suction Head Available, dropped and those areas turned
nearly zero pressure, making them prime places for cavitation to start. Whenever the local pressure dipped
below the vapors pressure of the liquid small gas pockets, or vapor cavities, popped up. Engineers followed
their movements using the Rayleigh-Plesset formula.

Those bubbles behaved in a predictable way: they slowly grew then burst violently as they drifted toward
zones with higher pressure farther down the impeller and into the volute. Graphs of bubble size showed tall
spikes that fell off almost straight, a clear sign that the collapse was driven by the rapid change, or inertial
collapse, strong enough to blast out tiny, damaging microjets. Bubble sizes varied between 30 microns at
smallest and 80 microns at largest depending on local pressure, and speed of fluid flow. When they collided,
these little jets flew along the surface at approximately 120 m per second - fast enough to leave a scar on metal
over time.

Cavitation Intensity Index at Monitoring
Points

14000
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0
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Monitoring Point

vitation Intensity Index (CII)

Figure 3: Cavitation Intensity Index Across Monitoring Points

Figure 3 shows the Cavitation Intensity Index, or CII, measured at five spots around our centrifugal pump.

We got these numbers by simulating how bubbles form and burst using the Rayleigh-Plesset math, and they
tell us how bad cavitation could get in each place. Bars are colored to show the level of erosion risk: High or
Moderate. Results make it clear that MP1, MP3, and MP5 read the highest ClIs, meaning those zones are most
likely to suffer damage from fierce bubble collapses.
CFD iso-surfaces of vapor volume fraction backed up these numbers and revealed that cavitation worsened as
NPSHa dropped. Under near-critical conditions, tiny vapor pockets merged into large cloud-like masses that
reached far along the blades suction surface. This pattern matched our earlier Rayleigh-Plesset forecasts,
showing, once again, how local flow shapes bubble behavior.

4.2 Comparison of Predicted and Actual Cavitation Performance

To check how well the new framework works, the team lined up its forecasts of cavitation zones and collapse
strength against real-world pump tests and standard CFD cavitation models. They especially focused on where
bubbles should start forming and how their collapse spreads, matching those results with slow-motion videos
and sound records taken while the pump run at the same settings.
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The companion Rayleigh-Plesst-based estimates showed good agreement, missing the spot where bubbles first
appear by less than 10 percent. The model also tracked how the bubbles changed over time and timed the
collapse with marks left on blade surfaces, exactly as the tests revealed.

CAVITATION INTENSITY INDEX TREND
ACROSS MONITORING POINTS

15500 14648
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5 13500
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Figure 4: Hybrid CFD-Machine Learning Framework for Real-Time Cavitation Detection in Turbomachinery

Figure 4 shows how Cavitation Intensity Index (CII) values change from five spots around a centrifugal
pump. The smooth line on the chart comes from bubble crash simulations run with the Rayleigh-Plesset
formula. Each monitoring point-light green for High risk or bright orange for Moderate risk. The colors show
that MP 1, MP 3, and MP 5 are hurting the most, since their CII numbers stick up higher than the rest. This easy-
to-read chart points out weak spots, letting engineers plan design fixes or simple set-up tweaks that keep the
machines safe.

Table 1: Cavitation Prediction Results at Key Monitoring Points

Monitoring Min Local Max Bubble Collapse Cavitation Predicted

Point Pressure Radius Velocity Intensity Index | Erosion Risk
(Pa) (um) (m/s) (CI)

MP1 2800 78 118 13796 High
MP2 3200 65 105 11550 Moderate
MP3 2700 84 122 14648 High
MP4 3100 70 109 12381 Moderate
MP5 2900 76 115 13490 High

Table 1 displays the modeled results of cavitation forecasting at five significant monitoring locations in the
centrifugal pump setup. Each row describes local minimum pressure, maximum radius of the vapor bubble,
calculated collapse speed, and the Cavitation Intensity Index (CII). With respect to this data, the predicted
erosion risk was classified as either High, or Moderate. The data shown provides a spatial delineation of
cavitation behavior and highlights areas of significant material erosion risk due to destructive bubble collapse
events.

The Rayleigh-Plesset method was more informative with respect to individual bubble dynamics and
consequent severity of collapse, when compared to established CFD approaches to cavitation modeling such as
the Zwart-Gerber-Belamri model. Whereas the CFD method clearly predicted the extent of vapor volume
qualitatively, it ignored any resolution that acknowledged the magnitude of collapse forces; therefore, it was
unable to inform material degradation risk. Rayleigh-Plesset method, in contrast, generated a strong attribute
detailing temporal profiles of bubbles which provided potential predictive abilities for increased damage due
to cavitation.

4.3 Discussion of Key Findings and Implications

Pairing the Rayleigh-Plesset bubble model with computer-flow maps marks a big step forward in predicting
cavitation. The authors can now pinpoint not only where tiny vapor cavities start but also where they hit the
hardest. By measuring collapse speeds and pressure spikes, their fresh approach flags erosion spots far more
precisely than older fluid-simulations ever could. Results also show that short-lived pressure dips, even in
crowded places, grab the steering wheel of cavitation. A slight drop in inlet pressure or a tiny change to an
impeller blade-edge can push the onset location several centimeters away. Because of this, engineers could run
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quick what-if checks during pump design and settle on safer geometry far earlier. Beyond the lab, the Rayleigh-
Plesset code fits neatly into real-time health-monitors already talking to digital twins. Hooked into a smart
dashboard, it could wave a red flag seconds before harm, giving crew time to slow a system or tweak a throttle.
Taken together, the new tool deepens theory while offering field-savvy methods to defend pumps. It stitches
bubble physics to everyday machine design, helping plant managers squeeze more life and power from rotating
blades.

V. Discussion

5.1 Interpretation of Results in Relation to Research Objectives

This study's main aim was to develop a computational framework capable of accurately predicating
cavitation effects in centrifugal pumps using the Rayleigh-Plesset bubble dynamics algorithm. The findings
clearly show that the framework developed achieved this aim. Specifically, by utilizing localized pressure and
velocity information from CFD simulations and the Rayleigh-Plesset model, the framework was able to model
the vapor bubbles' dynamic behavior for a range of operating conditions, discern regions of cavitation risk with
precision, and quantify key parameters; e.g., bubble growth rate, maximum radius and collapse velocity, which
consistently correlate with cavitation intensity and the likelihood of erosion. Indeed, the correspondence
between the predicted bubble collapse locations and the confirmed high-risk erosion locations in the impeller
blades shows that this framework has the potential to be a practical approach. The success in modelling
cavitation onset at different levels of Net Positive Suction Head Available (NPSHa) demonstrates that the model
has relevance at different operating conditions.

5.2 Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Rayleigh-Plesset Algorithm

The Rayleigh-Plesset equation was shown to be a powerful model for modeling the transient behavior of
individual vapor bubbles in pumping applications. The Rayleigh-Plesset-based method provides information
on bubble behavior, including when bubble collapse events happen, and is distinct from standard cavitation
models that provide volumetric vapor fraction estimates. The advantage of this level of detail for examining the
physical mechanisms contributing to cavitation-related erosion cannot be understated especially as standard
phase-fraction-based CFD models are unlikely to account for this detail. The algorithm captured the effects of
fluid properties, surface tension, and viscosity on the growth and collapse of bubbles and enhanced our
understanding of the physical processes contributing to collapse events. Particularly, the algorithm provides a
way to quantify collapse intensity, which typical models do not consider. The model assumes spherical
geometry and omits any interactions between neighboring bubbles or wall effects, which likely has an impact
on accuracy in flows with dense cavitation or bubbles near a solid boundary. For isolated or sparse cavitation
events, however, the Rayleigh-Plesset algorithm provides a computationally efficient method with physics-
based physical meaning, when predicting behavior.

5.3 Recommendations for Future Research and Practical Applications

Though the Rayleigh-Plesset algorithm in its present form shows solid predictive power, there are obvious,
real-world steps still needed to boost both accuracy and the ability to scale up to bigger, busier systems. To
start, researchers could add physics for bubbles that bump into one another and flatten out, rather than always
staying spherical, especially in crowded cavitation clouds that form around industrial pumps working hard and
fast. Doing this would make the model far more useful for pumps being pushed to the edge, where severe
cavitation usually ruins hardware. Besides, pairing the framework with machine learning and sensors that read
data on the fly could lead to smart, adaptive warning systems inside modern pump control panels, so the model
learns and corrects itself with every new operating hour. Slotting the updated tool into a digital twin platform
would then let operators watch cavitation shift in real time, letting them turn a manual maintenance chore into
an automatic, early-warning shield that stops costly repair downtime.

Pump makers and their engineering teams can lean on this model early in the design process, running virtual
tests on different impeller shapes, fine-tuning blade angles, and seeing how new materials hold up when
cavitation hits hard. They can also utilize the tool to analyze the effectiveness of anti-cavitation features, such
as inducers or pressure-recovery rings. Moving the analysis to support gas-liquid mixtures or high-temperature
fluids would increase the utility of the model for more demanding applications such as cryogenic pumps or
systems where the liquid is boiling inside the piping. Overall, the Rayleigh-Plesset based approach to cavitation
not only raises the bar on cavitation study efforts, but it also opens the door for better, manufactured design of
pumps based on data.



Association Journal of Interdisciplinary Technics in Engineering Mechanics, Vol. 3, No. 4, 2025
ISSN: 3049-0898

VI. Conclusion

In this work, researchers built a physics-based computer model to predict cavitation damage in centrifugal
pumps by linking bubble-dynamics code with flow data generated from standard CFD. The model tracks how
tiny vapor bubbles appear, grow, collapse, and bounce around when pressure changes, showing that the
approach can capture these fast-moving events in real time. By running the simulation, the team mapped out
where cavitation starts-near the impeller eye and along leading edges-and measured key metrics like peak
bubble size and rebound speed, both of which warn about future erosion. Because the numbers from the model
matched experiment closely, the authors argue that engineers can trust the predictions when guiding design
decisions. The study may shift how pumps are made and tested. With detailed, site-specific insights on
cavitation now available early in a project, designers can fine-tune blade shapes, arrange flow passages, and set
safe operating limits that greatly lower damage risk. Moreover, because the model can plug into larger digital
frameworks, it fits neatly into the growing trend of virtual twins and data-driven maintenance plans for
moving-fluid equipment.

To sum things up, the Rayleigh-Plesset approach turns out to be a practical and powerful tool for studying
cavitation right at the bubble level. Unlike older phase-fraction CFD models, it can clearly show how bubbles
grow and move over time and space. Although the method still struggles a bit when cavitation fields get very
crowded or when bubbles hit tricky surfaces, the framework tested here marks a meaningful leap in how
engineers forecast cavitation. Ongoing work-such as including the dance between many bubbles and linking
the code to real-time monitoring-will make it even handier in the world of modern pump design.
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